Part II   Chapter 59 activities
EAA Chapter 59’s primary goals are to educate both our members and the general public on aviation maters. Our efforts have included the following:

Meetings: We meet the second Tuesday of every month at 7 PM. Our Board of Directors meet for one hour prior to the general membership meeting. We have a stabilized location and a stabilized time for member convenience. Our meetings are advertised in the local newspaper and flyers are sent to the three television stations as well as flyers being posted at various locations. Our meetings are open to the general public and we encourage families to attend our meetings. A typical meeting will consist of a program, which usually lasts from 45 minutes to one hour and covers aviation topics. After a short break, we conduct our business meeting which usually last about 15 minutes.  The time prior to the meeting and the time during the break are for general discussion among members and visitors. Many times the aviation discussions are so interesting that it delays closing the building at 10 PM. The last meeting of the year in December is our Christmas party. All members bring tasty treats and we spend the entire meeting with discussion and socializing.  Most of the wives attend this meeting and bring the goodies. As with most of our discussions the talk is mostly about airplanes and aviation topics. Typically this one and one half hour to two hours once each month is 99% aviation orientated. Our host does provide coffee and cookies most meetings which accounts for the last 1% of the meeting time.

Following is a list of our programs for the last two years:

February 2001: We had two speakers at this meeting. The first was Mr. Jim Garner President Waco Air Safety Committee. Mr. Garner talked to us about the restrictions around President Bush’s ranch that is located very close to where we fly. The second speaker was Mr. Saeed Arabzadegan, program chairman of the pilot training school at Texas State Technical College. He told a very exciting tail of flying a single engine airplane over the Gulf of Mexico and having the engine fail. The subsequent crash and rescue was covered in detail with lessons learned.

January 2001: Mr. Russell V. Moore, District Executive of the Boy Scouts of America, gave a discussion of the Boy Scouts in his district. He explained the need for an Aviation Explorer unit in this area. He also provided us with some literature and some of the requirements we would need to meet to become a chartering organization to sponsor an explorer group.

December 2000: Christmas party

November 2000: This program was a discussion of the Southwest Regional Fly-In (SWRFI) and the fly-in at the Reklaw flying M ranch. SWRFI had its third year in a row of bad weather and needed to sell some raffle tickets on a John Deer gator tractor to help get out of the red. Our chapter participated in this fund raising event by selling tickets. Much of the discussion centered around the fly-in event and how to make it better.  Mr. Boyce Vardiman is our chapter representative to SWRFI and makes quarterly trips to a designated location to help coordinate the event.

October 2000: Member Noah Mcullough introduced a guest speaker from Raytheon E-System Airborne Systems. We were given a very detailed description of the Stratospheric Observatory For Infrared Astronomy (SOFIA) project that Raytheon is working on. Mr. Art Scheuerman explained how a 747 aircraft is being modified to house a massive telescope to view the heavens from about 40,000 feet altitude. Our chapter was invited to come to the Raytheon’s hangar and see the SOFIA project. The following Saturday most of the chapter members had a conducted tour of the project.

September 2000: This was the first meeting after the major Experimental Aircraft Association fly-in at Oshkosh, Wisconsin. Many of our members went to this five day event and had photos and stories to tell to the rest of the members. The program was a discussion of the event, what was old, what was new and what changes were made. Some of the members who flew to the event had stories to tell of their flying trip.

August 2000: A Mr. Norman Gibson gave a talk of the engines used on the F-22 military fighter jet. He had many schematics and details of the fuel control, oil system and various systems to control this massive engine. For us still using four cycle engines it was very enlightening trip into a different type engine.

.

July 2000: Member Jim Skinner introduced a Mr. Bill Mangrum. Bill was a tail gunner on a WWII B-24 bomber. He had a list of the medals he had been awarded and photos of a very young man. He told of some of the trips he had made in the B-24 and the things he had seen. He was very good at letting you feel the cold cramped fear of the tail gunner position in combat.

.

June 2000: Member Nick Pocock gave a status report on his 1919 Farman Sport he is restoring. Nick has written several books and gives a very detailed account of his project and the difficulty finding parts for an airplane almost 100 years old.

May 2000: Member Carla Kirkland conducted an aviation Quiz. This was pattered after some of the TV shows. Two teams of five chapter members were matched against each other to try and beat the other team buzzing in to answer a question pertaining to aviation.  The first to buzz got to answer the question. If correct, a small airplane was moved along a runway on the table. If the answer was wrong, the little airplane was moved back one space. Members of the chapter could ask questions as well as Carla. The first airplane to reach the end of the runway was declared the winner.

April 2000: Member Phil Grisham told the group about his trim to Canada to pick up an airplane he had purchased from a Canadian. He was accompanied on the trip by member Jim Warren and both of them had some tails to tell about clearing customs, finding fuel and making this trip up north this early in the year.

March 2000: Member Pete Weston and owner of Centex Aviation gave a great talk of his trials and tribulations working around the world as a mechanic. He was able to connect directly with our building members when he told of repairing damaged airplanes with no tools and no spare parts in a remote part of the world.

February 2000: Member Pocock introduced Mr. Guy Taylor who is a crop duster pilot. The use of the Global Positioning System in the crop dusting business generated a flurry of questions from the members.  This carried the meeting far beyond its scheduled time.

January 2000: Member Rick Caywood introduced Bill and Ly Henderson. This couple had a wealth of pictures and details to accompany the talk. Bill was the bombardier on a B-24 that bombed the famous bridge on the river Kwai. He told of the mission planning and the long  trip to the bridge and the problems they encountered.

December 1999: Christmas party

November 1999: Member Mike McMains introduced a former SR-71pilot who explained some of the flight characteristics of the SR-71. One of the most interesting things about the airplane is that it gets so hot flying that allowances must be made for expansion of the metal. The result is that when the airplane is on the ground, fuel leaks out of all the seams. They load enough fuel to get airborne, take off and meet a tanker, they top off the tanks and then get up to altitude and speed as fast as they can to avoid loosing all the fuel.

October 1999:Member Boyce Vardiman introduced Deanie Parrish who was a member of the WASPS of WWII. She told of the problems the young women had getting into the service and the total disregard of their contributions during the war and after the war. She explained they had to be pilots to get into the service, furnish their own uniforms and get to the base of assignment at their own expense. She told of one of the girls who was killed in an aircraft accident and the rest of them had to take up a collection to send the body home for burial. The U.S. government was not going to acknowledge them in any way afraid of enemy propaganda of the U.S using females to fly airplanes. We were so moved by the attempt of the WASPS to find and document the stories about the girls that we donated $500.00 to help them document the service. Universities all over America are helping by tracking down the surviving members and getting their stories on video. These videos are being sent to a central location to document the memories of these aging gals for historic reasons.

September 1999: Member Gastone Rassato gave a detailed talk about aircraft glues and dopes. He provided much history about aircraft glues and which adhesives are approved currently as well as his preference in modern products.

August 1999: Member Pete Weston presented a talk about the use of Federal Aviation Administration Designated Airworthiness Representatives (DA). He discussed the qualifying requirements for a DA, what members should expect form the DA and what the DA can and cannot do as far as approval of field changes to airplanes. The DA is particularly important to the builders of experimental airplanes and to those of use who are trying to restore old aircraft.

July 1999: Member Mike McMains gave the group a demonstration of shaping aluminum with basic hand tools. Mike brought in a large tree stump to the meeting and used a shaping bag to build a “bump-out” as used on radial rocker box cover. He hammered out several shapes and explained how to determine where to make cuts and use welding on complex parts.

June 1999:  Member Emmette Craver gave a presentation on flying an R-4 jet fighter through a functional test flight. Starting from a standing takeoff and climbing to 50,000 feet in about 3 minutes and the experience of accelerating the jet to Mach two to test system functions. The aircraft engines were shut down one at a time and the various alternate systems were forced to begin to operate. The question and answer session was lively.

May 1999: Member Larry Witt gave a presentation of his Nord 232 French trainer. The Nord was a primary trainer for the French Air Force. It is a two place limited aerobatic machine. Larry explained how he had obtained the airplane and discussed its performance characteristics. He had pictures of the bird with some excellent photos of his nose art. When the discussion period was opened, there were a lot of questions about how this French product differs from the standard American ideas. The most noticeable aspect of the Nord 232 is its huge size and the long grasshopper type landing gear.

April 1999: Member Robert Toliver presented an interesting talk about his collection of aircraft memorabilia. His collection dates back to WWII when he was a young boy. From collecting as a youngster, he has expanded his collection to go back in history to collect books, cast planes, photos and every other type item. His collection brought back fond memories to a lot of the old timers.

March 1999: Member Lambert Havelka presented us with an excellent briefing on his Mini-500 helicopter he built and flies. He explained his training prior to flying the bird and he had the actual construction of the helicopter well documented. 

February 1999:  Mr. Bill Gunn of the Texas Department of Transportation gave the members a talk on marketing airports. He presented a lot of ideas for us to consider and think about.

OTHER ACTIVITIES


We are involved in other aviation type activities. These will be listed and then discussed. 

1. Each Spring and Fall we conduct our Young Eagles events.

2.  We put up a static display at the CAF Open Cockpit mid-year fund raising event at the municipal airport.

3. Our chapter supports the Southwest Regional Fly In ( SWRFI ).  This fly-in is conducted in the early fall time frame at Abilene, Texas. 

4. Our chapter conducted the McGregor Aviation Awareness Day at the McGregor airport. 

5. We provided a speaker on aviation and the EAA at the McGregor Chamber of Commerce. 

6. We have provided a complimentary subscription of Sport Aviation magazine to the McGregor high school. 

7. We have provided classroom material for the school at McGregor. 

8. After a program presented to our chapter by Deanie Parrish, a WASP, our chapter donated $500 to help this 501c3 organization to document their history. 

9. We have fly-in and fly-out events on an irregular and sometime non-reoccurring schedule where we try to support our fellow chapters and flying groups to make their events a success. 

10. Each January we have a chapter banquet. 

11. Each February we conduct a memorial fly-in honoring our deceased members.

12. One of our members hosts a Veterans day fly-in on the weekend closest to the November 11 Veterans day.

13. One of our members has assisted in the CAP Texas summer flying camp by doing the ground aeronautic instruction for the cadets attending the camp.

14. One of our members attends the Waco Air Safety Council and brings information back to our meetings to keep all of us current on the flying happenings around Waco.

15. We have two technical counselors who make inspections to airplanes being built and restored in the local area.

16.  We have a trained Flight Advisor who assist with the first flight of new airplanes.

Each of these activities will be discussed in turn but not necessarily in a list of importance or in a list of the effort spent completing the activity.

 It is no more possible to make a comparison of importance of these various activities than it would be to chose which of your children is most important to you.

The January banquet is a pay as you go evening dinner scheduled in addition to the regular meeting. This is a time when all the wives come out for a set down dinner and get to enjoy the program with their men. This Banquet is where we install the newly elected officer, if appropriate. The EAA national headquarters usually sends our chapter a certificate to present to each of the executive officer. We place these certificates on a wooden plaque and present the plaques to the honorees. We have a long history of presenting a plaque to any pilot-builder who has completed the building or the restoration of an airplane during the preceding year. In our forty-year history we have recorded over 75 of these completions. We have a large plaque in our meeting room with a bronze plate placed on it for each of these successful completions.  At this banquet, we present a plaque to the honoree to take home acknowledging the accomplishment. We have some type of aviation related activity which we feel will be of interest to the wives as well as the regular members. We have had an Apollo 13 ground controller talk to us about the Apollo mission. He described what was going on in the control room while our astronauts were in mortal danger and what they were doing in the control room throughout the mission. We have had a famous aviation book writer presented his views about aviation, where we are, and where he thinks aviation going. The 2001 meeting we had a pilot of an F-111 aircraft. This is the type aircraft that bombed Libya when Mu’amma Gadhafi was rattling his saber and this pilot helped plan the raid. He described how each of the airplanes on the mission did its job and the problems they encountered. The speaker talks for about one hour which is about 80% of the evening. The awards and eating take about 20% but are still aviation related.

The CAF invited us to participate in their annual fund raising activity.  They hold an open cockpit event at the municipal airport where they have war-birds on display. The war-birds fly in from all over the area to create a great static display and some of the war- birds fly during the day. We take a number of our experimental and restored airplanes to the event and put them on static display. We also put up a tent where we can talk to the attendees about our airplanes and aviation subjects. We have literature and pictures of our activities to stimulate discussions. We place a cut-a-way of a four-cylinder engine, which we borrow from the Texas State Technical school aviation maintenance department, on display. We keep a person on call to explain the engine to anyone who shows any interest. The CAF has a dance and dinner in the evening. We support this by attending. This is a $25 per person for the evening. Each of our chapter members who attend this evening event pays for his or her own admission ticket. We spend about 8 hours at this event and 100% of the day is aviation related.

SWRFI Our chapter supports the flying activity of the Southwest region. Our support is in the form of being the GARBAGE COLLECTORS.  Our members go to Abilene to set up some two-dozen 55-gallon barrels (with liners) on the Thursday of the fly-in. then during the week, we rotate from 12 to 25 members through the duty of checking the garbage cans every hour during the show and making sure the cans are not overflowing and that they have clean liners in them. The show ends on Saturday. We have a crew stay over into the Sunday morning hours to pick up all the 55 gallon barrels, dump the trash and store the units for the next year.  We each pay for our own transportation, our own food and our own rooms. We also pay the standard entrance fee charged the general public to attend the event when we go through the entrance gate. 100% of each participating member time collecting garbage is to support the aviation event.

McGregor Aviation Awareness Day: This was an event we conducted to try and interest the city of McGregor in their own airport. We invited key people from the city to come to the airport for a briefing and a flight in one of our chapter airplanes. ( attached is a list of the attendees and their position within the city).  The airport manager briefed the attendees on the status of the airport and changes coming to the airport. We then discussed the typical airport traffic pattern and ended by flying all those who wanted to fly around a typical traffic pattern and a trip over the city. Our members had the chapter tent set up with literature. We also had a static display consisting of a variety of our airplanes.  Chapter members not flying were on hand to discuss aviation topics with the attendees. We presented two thank you plaques at the event. One was presented to the Chamber of Commerce Executive Secretary for the city, which expressed our thanks to the city for maintaining such a beautiful airport. The second was presented to the airport Fixed Base Operator  (FBO) for his support of our effort and the use of his hangar and office space. Articles published in the paper and EAA Sport Aviation are enclosed. This event lasted about 6 hours and was 100% aviation related.

As a result of our McGregor Fly-in, we were invited to make a presentation of our chapter and the EAA at the next McGregor Chamber of Commerce meeting.  The Vice-President made the presentation for the chapter at the following Chamber of Commerce meeting. The history of the Experimental Aircraft association was given. Then the history of our Chapter 59 was presented. Handouts were given to the group and the Air Academy located at the main EAA site, was explained to them and the requirements for a youngster to go to the academy was covered. 100% aviation related

Our chapter has given a complimentary subscription of the EAA magazine, Sport Aviation to the McGregor high school library. This is a limited publication (members only) with a beautiful color format. Member projects, chapter news, school projects interesting stories and how to articles abound in each issue. (A copy of this magazine is included with this application). $19 cost negligible time to send in the subscription.

Our chapter obtained material from the Aircraft Pilots and Owners Association (AOPA) to be used in the classroom. The material we obtained was primarily directed to very young students (second grade). The idea is to start the kids thinking airplanes early on in their schooling. If this program is successful, we will try to encourage additional class participation by providing higher level type material to the higher classes. The material does not replace but rather supplements topics for use in teaching various subjects. This activity took about 4 hours spread over 30 days. 100% to helping aviation.

Every year we try to have as many of our members as possible attend the Reklaw Flying M fly-in. This is a fly-in of J-3 Piper Cubs but it is not limited to Piper products only. It is a great place to meet aviation people and to talk aviation subjects. We have had folks come to our fly-in activities that we meet at Reklaw. Different members spend different amounts of time at Reclaw. Each spends their time looking and talking airpanes 99% of the time.

Every year at the weekend closest to Veterans day, one of our members has a covered dish fly-in. This has become a great gathering of aviators from around this area. Not necessarily EAA members. All who attend enjoys the discussions of aviation topics and watching the landing and take-offs of all the various airplanes. When each person brings a covered dish to share, the variety of food available is truly out of this world. 99% aviation and 1% eating. Usually about 4 to 6 hours for this event.

Every February at the weekend nearest February 13Th, we conduct a memorial flight to honor our departed members. Each member pays his own costs for his flight. The chapter members meet at the airport brief, and fly to a specific location at a rural cemetery with small church. There they fly a set pattern, depending on the type of airplane, to say goodbye to out members who have “Gone West”. Prospective members are taken along as passengers on occasions. This event lasts about 2.5 hours and is 100%aviation related. 

The chapter voted to donate $500 to help promote the documenting of the history of the WASPs. This was in response to a program presented by one of the original WASP members.  She told a fascinating story about the trial and tribulations of those first female flyers. They are working with Universities around the country to find and record the trials and tribulations of these WWII flying females. 100% aviation related and about 10 minutes to decide. 

Young Eagles see the attached package and the article in Sport Aviation. One of our young eagle events was a feature story in Sport Aviation magazine. One full page of the magazine was dedicated to our event. (copy of the article included) This article is pretty inclusive. It describes a typical event, has a typical letter from one of our flyers and a little sub-note telling how we get kids who want to fly. We typically fly about 50 youngsters each Spring and Fall. The enclosed article shows a group picture of the kids we flew at our Spring 2000 event. We had 80 youngsters lined up to fly the year prior but the weather was so bad we elected to just feed them their hotdogs and visit with them. The wind was brisk and choppy. This was not a good way to give first rides. Our Fall 2000 young eagle event conflicted with a local soccer state play off and we lost about 30 of our scheduled participants. We flew only 45 for the Fall event. This is 99% aviation related and takes about 6 to 7 hours to do.

The Civil Air Patrol conducts a Summer flying camp for some of the older cadets. The cadets are brought to the airport at Texas State Technical College for a one week flying training experience. Instructor pilots are brought to the camp along with CAP airplanes to give flight instruction to the cadets. Most of the cadets are soloed and fly the airplanes by themselves by the end of the camp. Our chapter member provides the ground school instruction for the cadets. This frees the flight instructors to spend all their time flying. The ground instruction is centered on the aerodynamics of flight. This is a five day, 8 hours per day event. All activity is 100% aviation related.

Current activities:  We have the same members this year and have the same activities planned for this year. Monthly meetings will have different speakers with different subjects. The rest of the events are planned to follow the same basic pattern of activities we have had in the last two years.

Planned activities:  Our chapter plans to work toward creating an aviation education center. To this end, we are planning to start having fly-in breakfast and fly-in lunch fund raising events. We are starting the planning for the building of the education center. The physical size and interior arrangement are being considered at this time. We have done some of the preliminary work with the President of the Economic Development Committee and the McGregor airport manager for a space at the McGregor airport. The decision to locate at McGregor is not firm at this time. We have a smaller grass strip airport located on the other side of town which as a lot of promising possibilities for an education center.  We are analyzing the various chapter possibilities at this time and much of the end decision will be based upon discussions with the two airport managers. We have had some inquiries from some people who would like to donate to this type of education center. This includes labor, materials and financial support. One group of our members are looking into the possibility of restoring a certified airplane for later sale, raffle or auction to create large amount of money in a short time. The plan is to use the education center to restore the airplane. This would create the education event for the public to be able to participate in the work. If we can get one of the local schools to participate, we will try to have a school project which brings kids into the restoration of the airplane. Other chapters have done this. Normally it is called a school flight project and some of the school/chapter groups have built airplanes from plans all the way to a completed airplane.

When the education center has been developed and we are creating a surplus of money, we intend to start a program of scholarships for youngsters to attend the Air Academy at EAA headquarters in Oshkosh ,Wisconsin. We would like to help get the new Science, Math and technology  program into one or more of the schools in the local area.
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